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Beneath the resilient layers of enamel and dentin that make up our teeth, 
there exists a vital component residing within each tooth – our pulp. But what 
exactly does this entail, and why should we deem it significant? 
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The outermost layer of a tooth's crown is adorned with enamel, celebrated as 
the hardest substance in the human body. Conversely, the roots of the tooth 
are enveloped in cementum, a robust connective tissue. Nestled between 
these protective layers is dentin, a somewhat softer layer that forms the bulk 
of the tooth. At the core of the dentin lies the pulp chamber. 
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This chamber cradles the tooth's pulp, a living tissue composed of nerves, 
blood vessels, and connective tissue. Nerves and blood vessels extend from 
this chamber through our root canals, entering and exiting through 
minuscule openings at the tip of the root, linking directly to our nervous and 
circulatory systems. Healthy pulp serves several pivotal functions, contributing 
to the protection of our smiles. These functions include: 

● Sensation: The nerves within the pulp enable us to perceive 
temperature and pressure. They also act as a warning system, 
alerting us when a tooth is decayed, damaged, or infected. 
Sensitivity and pain act as signals that it's time to visit your dentist. 

● Nourishment: Tiny blood vessels within the pulp provide oxygen 
and essential nutrients to the pulp cells. In return, the pulp 
nourishes the dentin, ensuring the tooth remains resilient and 
doesn't become brittle. 

● Dentin Regeneration: Unlike enamel, which cannot be naturally 
replaced or regenerated, dentin production is an ongoing process. It 
commences with specialized cells known as odontoblasts, residing 
within the pulp. 

Understanding the pivotal role played by this unassuming yet essential 
component sheds light on the intricate inner workings of our teeth. This is 
just a bit of the inside story on pulp. If you have questions or concerns about 
your pulp, your teeth, or any facet of your dental health, visit Dr. Mimi Yeung 
at M.Y. Dental Spa in New York, New York. We are experts in treating your 
teeth—inside and out! 
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